
What is the Board’s structure, size and composition? 
In June 2021, the USA Swimming House of Delegates (the “HOD”) 
approved legislation designed to bring USA Swimming into compliance 
with the 2020 updates to the Ted Stevens Olympic and Amateur Sports 
Act and the corresponding USOPC bylaws.

Effective September 25, 2021, the composition of the 15-member Board 
of Directors will include: 

• The Immediate Past Board Chair
• The Chair of the National Team Steering Committee 
• Five “Athlete Representatives” (as defined in the then-current USOPC 

Bylaws) directly elected by athletes who meet the same standards 
as Athlete Representatives, including the USOPC Athletes’ Advisory 
Council (“AAC”) Representative, the USOPC AAC Alternate, and three 
At-Large Athlete Representatives.

• Seven At-Large members elected by the HOD, at least two of whom 
must be Semi-Independent.  There must be a minimum of one 
member from each Zone; however if the Immediate Past Board Chair 
was originally elected by the HOD as an At-Large member, he or 
she may fulfill the Semi-Independent requirement and/or the Zone 
requirement

Which Board positions will be elected this year? 
The athletes who meet the “Athlete Representative” standards will 
elect one Athlete Representative.  The HOD will elect two At-Large 
members.  The Board composition requirements set forth in Bylaws are 
currently met; therefore, the HOD may elect At-Large members of any 
membership type, from any Zone.

When do the respective elections take place? 
On September 25, the HOD will elect two At-Large members.  From 
September 17-24, the athletes who meet the “Athlete Representative” 
standards will vote to elect one Athlete Representative.

How long are the terms of the Directors being elected?
Four years. The initial staggering of Board terms is complete.  

Who elects the Board officers?
The Board elects its officers (Board Chair, Vice Chair, and Vice Chair-
Financial Oversight) from among its members.

Who are the current members of the Nominating Committee?
• Mary Wallack, Chair (Board appointee – Independent) 
• Juli Arzave (Athlete Representative)
• Anne Berry (USA Swimming Foundation appointee) 
• Dave Ferris (Senior Development Committee appointee)
• Jennifer Gibson (Board appointee – Board member)
• Liz Kershaw (Age Group Committee appointee)
• Kurt von Moltke (Board appointee – Independent)
• Kathleen Klein Prindle (Board appointee – Board member) 
• Stephen Schmuhl (Athlete Representative)

How did the Nominating Committee vet and recommend nominees? 
All vetted nominees submitted a detailed application form, with content 
addressing their educational and career background, connection 
with swimming, and experience in positions of leadership (board or 
management). Each member of the Nominating Committee reviewed 
all applications and preliminarily scored (using a uniform matrix) the 
candidates.
 
For the At-Large position, the Committee identified those candidates 
with the strongest experience and qualifications, and those exemplifying 
the skills and attributes of Board members identified in Board policies. 
After discussion of each applicant, the Committee invited nine 
candidates to interview with two Committee members. The Committee 
then discussed the candidates’ responses to standardized questions 
and shared their impressions of the candidates. The Committee invited 
seven applicants to a second interview, with different questions, posed 
by two different Committee members. After extensive deliberations, the 
Committee verified background checks and conducted reference checks 
for each of the vetted nominees. The Committee is proposing four 
individuals for the At-Large positions.
 
For the Athlete Representative position, the Committee similarly 
conducted two rounds of interviews, verified background checks, and 
completed reference checks. The Committee is proposing two individuals 
for the Athlete Representative position.
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Which current members will remain on the Board? 
• Chris Brearton, Chair
• Kenneth Chung 
• Kathy Fish
• Jennifer Gibson 
• Natalie Coughlin Hall, Athlete Representative
• Katie Meili, Athlete Representative
• Kathleen Klein Prindle 
• Bill Schalz 
• Bob Vincent, Immediate Past Chair
• Chair of National Team Steering Committee

Who are the USOPC AAC Representative and Alternate that have 
been elected to the Board?
• Tony Ervin (USOPC AAC Representative)
• Ashley Twichell (USOPC AAC Alternate)

Who are the nominees?
Rulebook Article 507.3 charges the Nominating Committee with 
reviewing candidates and proposing “at least two (2), but no more 
than three (3), vetted nominees for each seat open for election.”  

Below are the candidates vetted and recommended by the 
Nominating Committee. 

At-Large:
• Maria Davila
• Dr. Cecil Gordon
• Jeanette Skow
• Jack Swanson

Athlete Representatives:
• Maya Dirado Andrews
• Andrew Gemmell

Can someone still self-nominate for a position on the Board?
The Rulebook contains a provision that allows for other members to 
self-nominate or be nominated by submitting their names at least 
fourteen (14) days prior to the HOD annual meeting.  It stipulates, 
“Such candidates will have their names listed with no supporting 
information and will be indicated on the ballot as nonvetted 
candidates.”

How can I learn more about the candidates? 
In addition to the written statement provided by each vetted 
candidate (below), you can view their video introductions here. USA 
Swimming will also air a Meet the Candidates forum at 8:30am on 
Thursday, September 23 during the Annual Business Meeting for you 
to hear more from the nominees.

What are the rules about campaigning?
Per Rulebook Article 507.3, overt electronic or printed campaigning 
is prohibited.

How many Board members will be elected in 2022?
Due to the staggering of terms instituted in 2018, three Board seats 
(two At-Large and one Athlete Representative) are scheduled to be 
open for election in 2022.  The Call for Nominations for the 2022 
Election will be issued by early April 2022.

https://www.usaswimming.org/about-usas/governance/annual-business-meeting/board-of-directors-nominees


MARIA DAVILA
From San Diego, CA, Maria Davila joined the sport 
at 10 years old. In 2016, she became an athlete 
representative for San Diego Imperial Swimming, 
founding the SI Athletes’ Executive Committee 
(AEC) and SI Athlete Leadership Summit, one of the 
first Summits nationwide whose programming was 
incorporated into the National Athlete Leadership 
Summits. In 2018, she was elected as the Western Zone 
Athlete Representative and appointed to the National 

Rules and Regulations Committee, where she served for two years. In 2019, Maria 
was elected to the National AEC and collaborated with USA-S on Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion practices and policy revamping to comply with the Ted Stevens Act. 

In October 2020, utilizing her background as a Latina to further DEI in the sport, 
Maria began bridging the gap between USA-S coalitions as an athlete elected into 
a traditionally non-athlete position as SI’s DEI Chair. She also served on the 2021 
USA-S Committees Working Group. 

Maria graduated from the University of California, Berkeley with a dual B.A. in 
Political Science and Legal Studies and is currently pursuing her Master’s in Public 
Policy at the University of Virginia Frank Batten School of Leadership and Public 
Policy. She has worked as a Communications Assistant at End Citizens United and 
previously as a Campaign Researcher at EMILY’s List. Maria is honored to have 
been nominated to the Board and hopes to use her experiences and perspective 
as a younger candidate to merge USA Swimming’s historic legacy with a vision for 
a more equitable future.

DR. CECIL GORDON
First of all, I thank you, the USA Swimming HOD, for 
giving me the opportunity to serve on the Board of 
Directors in 2018. 

A USA Swimming volunteer for twenty years, I’ve 
served on four National Committees (IRC, Rules and 
Regulations, DEI, and Safe Sport).  As Chair of DEI and 
Safe Sport, I am especially proud of the things those 

committees accomplished.  The Safe Sport Committee guided USA Swimming 
through a period of needed change at a critical time for our organization, 
continuing to positively shape our sport even today.

A Life Member and active official for twenty years, I was named to the FINA Lists 
as a Referee, a Starter and as an Open Water official, officiated three Olympic 
Trials Meets in Omaha, and was the International Starter at the 2015 World 
Championships in Russia and the 2016 Rio Olympics.   Currently, I am honored to 
serve as Chair of the USA Swimming Foundation Board since 2018.

Married for 33 years with two adult children (my son coaches in NC), I’ve 
maintained a private medical practice in Delaware since 1984.  Locally, I’ve 
volunteered on several boards, including a charter school, Episcopal Church 
Vestry, Christiana Care Hospital Board of Trustees and Vice President of the 
Delaware Board of Medical Practice. 

I have worked hard for the past three years to repay the faith you placed in me 
in 2018.  Having completed one term on the Board, I now ask for your support in 
this year’s election.

JEANETTE SKOW 

Jeanette Skow was born and raised in Staten Island, 
N.Y. She began her lifelong connection to swimming 
as a young age-grouper in N.Y. and N.J. leagues, 
competing at numerous state, regional, and national 
championships. Her swimming career culminated at 
Princeton University, where she competed as an NCAA 
athlete all four years and was a Letter winner. She was 
also a four-year member of Princeton’s Air Force ROTC 
program.

Upon graduating from Princeton, she served our country as an Air Force officer 
for 20 years stateside, overseas, and in combat zones in what was a very 
exciting, challenging, and rewarding career. She first served as an intelligence 
officer and later as an attorney in the JAG Corps upon being selected for the Air 
Force’s Funded Legal Education Program and earning a Juris Doctorate from the 
University of Cincinnati College of Law.

 Swimming has been a big part of Skow’s life, and that connection to the sport 
continues through her daughter, an age-group swimmer who has grown to truly 
love the sport and thrive in the water. Since being elected to the USA Swimming 
Board of Directors in 2018, Skow became inspired to be more involved at the 
grassroots level and now serves on the Board of Directors at both the club and 
LSC levels.

 Skow retired from the Air Force in 2018 and spends most of her time 
volunteering in the community. She resides with her husband and their daughter 
in Las Cruces, N.M.

JACK SWANSON
My name is Jack Swanson and I’m honored to be 
considered as a candidate for the USA Swimming 
Board of Directors. I’ve swam competitively as a club, 
YMCA, college, and masters swimmer since 2005, 
volunteer as an official, and have been engaged in 
Minnesota Swimming and USA Swimming governance 
since 2013. I will bring local-level leadership to the 
USA Swimming Board, having served as LSC Officials’ 
Chair, Athletes’ Committee Vice-Chair, Open Water 

Chair, Nominating Committee Chair, and club Officials’ Coordinator, and 
national-level experience as a member of the Athletes’ Executive, Officials, 
and Governance Committees. I’m a recent graduate of Pomona College (B.A., 
Biology), and am currently a Ph.D. candidate in Biomedical Sciences at the 
Mayo Clinic, where I study cancer immunotherapy resistance. 

I’m running for the Board with the vision that USA Swimming is an athlete-
centered organization where the time and talents of dedicated coaches and 
volunteers are crucial for our short-term and long-term success. Our primary 
objective as NGB leaders should be to build and empower our base of athletes, 
coaches, officials, and volunteers at the local level so that swimmers can 
achieve success in the sport and life. Most athletes will not compete at an 
international level, but all athletes will learn skills through swimming including 
hard work, perseverance, teamwork,  and accepting constructive criticism. As 
we emerge into a “new normal,” communication, teamwork, and innovation 
from our swim community’s leaders will be critical, which I’d be humbled to 
contribute to our sport.
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MAYA DIRADO ANDREWS  

Maya DiRado Andrews is a 2016 Rio Olympian and 
currently serves on the Board of Directors of USA 
Swimming as an athlete representative. Born and raised 
in northern California, she swam for the Santa Rosa 
Neptunes before attending Stanford University where 
she majored in Management Science and Engineering. 
During Maya’s collegiate athletic career, she was a two-
time captain and two-time individual NCAA champion 
for the Cardinal. In addition to the 2016 Olympics, 

Maya represented the U.S. in the 2013 and 2015 World Championships and the 
2014 Pan Pacific Championships. 

Upon the conclusion of her swimming career, Maya joined the management 
consulting firm McKinsey and Company before moving to a private foundation 
focused on the intersection of extreme poverty and climate change. Maya is 
currently pursuing her MBA at Stanford’s Graduate School of Business along 
with a master’s degree in Environment and Resources with goals to pursue a 
career in corporate sustainability upon graduation. 

Maya has served on both the USA Swimming Board of Directors and the 
USA Swimming Foundation board. She is passionate about helping athletes 
successfully transition to careers after swimming, ensuring that USA Swimming 
is well-positioned to continue producing champions as the collegiate and 
international environments change rapidly, and promoting swimming as a safe 
and inclusive sport for all potential members. 

ANDREW GEMMELL 

I’m honored to be considered as one of the nominees 
for USA Swimming’s BOD. My interest in the board 
stems first and foremost from wanting to ensure 
current and future swimmers have even better 
opportunities and experiences than past generations. 

While I last competed in 2017, I still am actively 
involved in the sport; serving on USA swimming’s 
international relations committee, working with 

teams and groups as a USADA athlete presenter, and traveling to high level 
domestic meets, like Olympic Trials and Nationals. I’m willing and able to put 
the work in to make sure I stay connected to our athletes to ensure the board 
has all the data it needs to effectively make decisions in the best interests of its 
membership 

I believe I can be successful in this roll based on my strengths as a strategists 
and communicator. My day-to-day job building and implementing artificial 
intelligence services involves working with people from vastly different 
backgrounds, skillsets, and priorities. The ability to communicate challenges 
and vision, in clear and actionable ways, is probably the most impactful part of 
my role. Adding that to my extensive background within USA swimming – nine 
years on the national team and 7 years of governance experience, across a 
variety of committees – positions me to be extremely successful as a board 
member.  I’m excited for the opportunity to continue to give back and help 
grow USA Swimming. 


