
OVERVIEW OF KEY TERMS  

As defined in the USOPC Bylaws Effective October 8, 2020 

TERM  DEFINITION  

Athlete Eligibility Definitions  

10 Year Athlete  “10 Year Athlete” means an athlete who has represented the United States in a 
Delegation Event, World Championships, or another event designated by the 
USOPC (together with the AAC) and the relevant NGB (together with that NGB’s 
athlete advisory council) as an elite level event for purposes of this definition, 
within the previous 10 years. 
 
 
 
Eligibility to serve as a 10 Year Athlete Representative may not be obtained through 
events that categorize entrants in age-restricted classifications commonly known as 
“Juniors,” “Masters,” “Seniors,” “Veterans” or other similarly designated age-
restricted competitions. 
 

Additionally, once an athlete is elected/selected, eligibility to serve as a 10 Year 

Athlete Representative runs throughout the term of the position to which the 

athlete was elected/selected.  

10 Year+ Athlete  “10 Year+ Athlete Representative” means an athlete who has, at any point but not 

within the 10 years prior to election/selection, met the definition of 10 Year Athlete 

Representative.  

Actively Engaged 
Athlete 
Representative  

“Actively Engaged Athlete Representative” means an athlete who qualifies as a 10 

Year or 10 Year+ Athlete Representative, or who has been actively engaged in 24 

months prior to election/selection in an NGB-sanctioned competition (as defined by 

the NGB AAC and approved by the NGB Athlete Representation Review Working 

Group as set out below), which may include events that categorize entrants in age-

restricted classifications.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Competition and Event Definitions  

Delegation Event “Delegation Event” means, individually or collectively as applicable, the Olympic 
Games, the Olympic Winter Games, the Paralympic Games, the Paralympic Winter 
Games, the Pan American Games, and the Parapan Am Games. 
 

Protected 
Competition  

“Protected Competition” means: 
i. any Delegation Event as defined by these Bylaws 
ii. any international competition between athlete(s) officially designated 

by the appropriate NGB as representing the United States, either 
individually or as part of a team, and any athlete(s) representing any 
foreign country where 
1. the terms of such competition require that the entrants be 

individuals or teams representing their respective nations; and 
 

2. the athlete(s) representing the United States are organized and 
sponsored by the appropriate NGB in accordance with a defined 
selection or tryout procedure that is open to all and publicly 
announced in advance except for domestic amateur athletic 
competition, which, by its terms, requires that entrants be 
expressly restricted to members of a specific class of athletes such 
as those referred to in Section 220526(a) of the Act (i.e., high 
school students, college students, members of the Armed Forces, 
or similar groups or categories);  

 
iii. any domestic competition or event (i.e., a camp, tryout, or trials event) 

organized and conducted by an NGB or PSO in its selection procedure 
and publicly announced in advance as a competition or event directly 
qualifying each successful competitor as an athlete representing the 
United States in a Delegation Event or protected international 
competition as defined in ii. above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 Committee Definitions  

Designated 
Committee  

Designated Committee means any NGB committee that makes recommendations 

or decisions directly impacting its elite athletes, including at least the following (by 

name or by function):  

i) Allocation of USOPC- and/or NGB-provided resources  

ii) Audit  

iii) Budget/Finance  

iv) Compensation  

v) Ethics  

vi) Judicial and any hearing panel affecting any individual’s 

participation in protected competition  

vii) Nominating and Governance, including Bylaws amendments  

viii) Selection of athletes, coaches and/or staff for protected 

competition, including development, approval, and implementation 

of selection criteria  

 

Other Committee “Other NGB Committee” means any NGB committee not contemplated by the 
definition of “Designated Committee” in these Bylaws 


