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FREQENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 

Q: Why should I attend Virtual Convention? 
A: The purpose of having delegates, USA Swimming members, and others attend the Virtual Convention 
is to participate in USA Swimming governance activities. The annual convention provides an opportunity 
for USA Swimming to gather all its delegates together for the purpose of making decisions that will 
affect the future of the sport. USA Swimming will elect Directors, vote on rules and legislation, and 
discuss and plan programs that will continue the tradition of excellence in the sport of swimming. 
 

Q: Where can I find updated information on Virtual Convention? 
A: Please continue to check the USA Swimming website Virtual Convention event page for the latest 
updates (https://www.usaswimming.org/about-usas/governance/convention-2020). You can also join 
the “USAS Convention” Facebook group for further information and discussion. 
 

Q: How do I register for Virtual Convention? 
A: Please go to Registration for Virtual Convention 2020 to register for the Virtual Convention. You must 
be registered to attend any of the Zoom or LIVE meetings. 
 

Q: How do I get the Zoom link for a specific meeting within the Virtual Convention? 
A: Please contact the committee chair and/or the staff leader/liaison for this information. 
 

Q: Is there a deadline to register for Virtual Convention? 
A: Yes, all registrations must be submitted by Monday, September 21, 2020. 
 

Q: Is there a fee/cost to register for Convention this year? 
A: Virtual Convention will be free for all attendees this year. However, please make sure to register to be 
accepted into any/all meetings you plan to attend. 
 

Q: If I have trouble registering, who should I contact at USA Swimming? 
A: All registration related questions can be directed to Denise Thomas. 
 

Q: How should committee meetings be handled this year? 
A: All committee meetings should take place prior to the Virtual Convention week except for the Rules 
and Regulations and Board of Directors’ meetings, which will take place on September 24 and 25, 
respectively. We encourage committee meetings to meet virtually via Zoom, phone, etc. as soon as 
possible.  Please reach out to your USA Swimming staff leader or liaison if you have any 
questions/concerns about scheduling your committee meeting. 
 

https://www.usaswimming.org/about-usas/governance/convention-2020
https://fs22.formsite.com/usaswimming/eblosuljfo/index.html
mailto:denise.thomas@usaswimming.org
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Q: How are Zone meetings being handled this year? 
A: We encourage Zones to meet via Zoom webinars in the days/weeks surrounding the Virtual 
Convention. 
 

Q: Who gets to vote at the House of Delegates meeting at Virtual Convention? 
A: Only attendees with voting credentials may vote at the House of Delegates.  Voting will be done 
exclusively through an on-line voting platform.  
 

Q: How do individuals become delegates? How many delegates are there? 
A: The House of Delegates is made up of athletes, coaches, officials, volunteers and national committee 
members. Each delegate must be a current member in good standing (including valid background check 
and athlete protection training) with USA Swimming. In addition to national committee member 
delegates, each LSC (59 total) is allowed six (6) voting delegates; General Chair, Administrative Vice 
Chair, Senior Vice Chair, Age Group Vice Chair, Coach Representative and Athlete Representative.  
Please review Article 6: House of Delegates in the Rulebook for further details. 
 

Q: What is the process in which at-large appointees are chosen? 
A: Interested members applied in the months of April and June.  Bob Vincent, USA Swimming Board 
Chair and Bruce Gemmell, Chair of the National Team Steering Committee review/approve the list of 
applicants.  Appointed delegates will be contacted prior to Convention. NOTE: At-large delegates must 
be current members in good standing (including valid background check and athlete protection training) 
with USA Swimming. 
 

Q: Where can I find the proposed legislation? 
A: The proposed legislation amendments are posted on the Virtual Convention event landing page: 
https://www.usaswimming.org/docs/default-source/usas-convention/2020-convention/2020-proposed-
legislation.pdf  
 

Q: Where can I apply to become a member of a national committee? 
A: The committee application form has been posted on the Virtual Convention event landing page 
(National Committee Application).  Please do not complete the form for those committees on which you 
are currently serving unless your term will expire in 2020. Submissions are due no later than Sunday, 
October 4, 2020. 
 
(If you are currently serving on a national committee but are not sure when your term expires, check the 
2020 Directory, which is online at 2020 Directory. Committees are listed in the front of the directory and 
the year your term ends will appear next to your name in the committee list.) 
 

Q: Where is the schedule for Virtual Convention? 
A: The latest schedule for all Virtual Convention-related activities is posted on the Virtual Convention 
event landing page (https://www.usaswimming.org/about-usas/governance/convention-2020). Please 
note that some parts of the scheduled meetings may be CLOSED and only certain individuals will be 
granted access into the meeting platform. The schedule is also an evolving document, so please 
continue to check the website for the most updated version. 
 
 
 

https://www.usaswimming.org/docs/default-source/usas-convention/2020-convention/2020-proposed-legislation.pdf
https://www.usaswimming.org/docs/default-source/usas-convention/2020-convention/2020-proposed-legislation.pdf
https://fs22.formsite.com/usaswimming/form3/index.html
https://www.usaswimming.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/directory-2020-updated.pdf?sfvrsn=19a03832_4
https://www.usaswimming.org/about-usas/governance/convention-2020
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Q: Can I watch the meetings again later or at a time more convenient to my schedule? 
A: Meetings that are noted on the schedule with an asterisk (*) will be posted online at the time 
scheduled and will be available to watch throughout the Convention week on the Virtual Convention 
event landing page (https://www.usaswimming.org/about-usas/governance/convention-2020). 
On the schedule, meetings noted as LIVE will then be available On-Demand on the USA Swimming 
website after the LIVE experience. 
 

Q: Will there be awards this year at the Virtual Convention? 
A: There will be a limited number of awards presented this year at Convention. Life Member Awards, 
Past Board Member Awards, and a handful of other awards will be presented virtually. All other awards 
will be given next year in person to honor and celebrate the respected individuals appropriately. Life 
Member plaques will be shipped directly to the LSC or recipient from USA Swimming headquarters. 
 

Q: When will the list of proposed Board of Directors’ nominees be available for the public? 
The list of proposed nominees for at-large Board positions will be available to the House of Delegates on 
August 26.  Accompanying the list, and in related correspondence sent to the Delegates, a 
biography/nominee statement for each proposed nominee, as well as a photo, shall be displayed on the 
USA Swimming website. You can “meet the candidates” by watching the video for each candidate that 
will be posted along with their bio and picture. 
 

Q: Who should I contact at USA Swimming for general Virtual Convention questions? 
A: All Virtual Convention related questions can be directed to Kelly Naze. 

 
 

FREQENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ATHLETES 
 
Q: What meetings should I attend if I am an Athlete? 
A: Required meetings include Zone athlete meetings, the Athlete + Non-Athlete Leadership Workshop, 
the Athletes’ Committee live zoom meeting, and House of Delegates (HOD). Athlete Executive 
Committee (AEC) members and Rules and Regulations Committee athletes will be hosting optional office 
hours to help you if you have any questions or concerns from Monday, September 21-25.  
 

Q: What do National Committee applications look like this year?  How about Athlete Applications? 
A: The official National Committee application is due Sunday, October 4 and we are also requesting that 
all athletes fill out our Supplemental Athlete Application, due on October 4 by 11:59 p.m. ET.  
For more information on National Committees go to https://usasathleteresources.weebly.com/national-
committees.html 
 

Q: When are the AEC elections? 
A: The AEC elections will take place online using a platform called Election Runner. The ballot will be 
sent to those allowed to vote, as well as posted on the USA Swimming website at 6:00 p.m. ET on 
Thursday, September 24. The ballot will be open for 24 hours and will close at 6:00 p.m. ET on Friday, 
September 25. Questions can be directed to Interim AEC Chair, Ellery Parish. 
 

https://www.usaswimming.org/about-usas/governance/convention-2020
mailto:knaze@usaswimming.org
https://fs22.formsite.com/usaswimming/hjck44edqy/index.html
https://usasathleteresources.weebly.com/national-committees.html
https://usasathleteresources.weebly.com/national-committees.html
mailto:ellery.parish@gmail.com
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Q: As an Athlete, how should I prepare before Convention? 
A: Please ensure you are confident and well-informed about the legislation being presented at the 
House of Delegates.  Plan to attend the Athletes’ meeting on Sunday, September 20 for a review of the 
legislation by the Rules and Regulations athletes.  If you cannot attend, or have further questions, attend 
the Rules and Regulations office hours between September 21-25.  Familiarize yourself with the Board 
candidates by watching the recorded candidates’ biographies on the USA Swimming website. 
 

Q: As an Athlete, how do I know if I am a voting member of the House of Delegates? 
A: If you serve as an LSC Junior or Senior Representative, AEC member, or Zone Athlete Representative, 
you are a voting member.  If you serve as an At-Large Representative for your LSC, ask your LSC.  If you 
serve as a National Committee Representative, an AEC Sub-Committee Representative, or other athlete 
governance position, contact Interim AEC Chair, Ellery Parish. 
 

Q: What resources are available to Athletes for Virtual Convention this year? 
A: Please go to https://www.usasathleteresources.weebly.com for more information and join our event 
updates at https://www.remind.com/join/usas2020. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:ellery.parish@gmail.com
https://www.usasathleteresources.weebly.com/
https://www.remind.com/join/usas2020

